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in black and white should suffice for their
confutation, in this respect evincing a
credulity on a par with that of the ignorant
masses. The evil they accomplish is
twofold. For not only do they dissemi- *
nate false reports and false conceptions
amongst the lowly masses, but, what is
perhaps even worse, they furnish the
opponents of progress in high places
with an armoury wherewith to combat the
efforts of reformers and to justify policies
of repression. This backwater in the
advancing stream of enlightenment is
perhaps not altogether inexplicable. Those
who respect others will respect themselves,
and there is no surer sign of personal
degradation in a writer than the practice
of unbridled vilification, the bespattering
of others with mud and filth. And when
a population has been taught for cen-
turies to cringe before its rulers and to
regard itself as the dust in the street in
comparison with the majesty of Govern-
ment, it were idle to expect any high
standard of personal dignity amongst its
journalists. Only those whom culture has